From the Rose Youth Foundation 


How and How Much Do We Give?

From the Mishneh Torah



1135 – 1204 CE



Tithe: 10% annually

Provide for the poor person according to what he/she lacks

Give with humanity: do not harden your heart or shut your hand.

Don’t do it for your own sake.

Order of Priority

1. Redeeming captives.

2. Medical care for the sick among the poor.

3. Building and maintaining synagogues & Jewish educational institutions.

4. Food, clothing, housing for the poor.

5. Dowries and other necessities for indigent brides and grooms.

6. Whatever is necessary to sustain a poor person’s dignity.

Concentric circles of priority (Inner to outer circles):

Ensure your own life and health

Family

Local Jewish Community

Global Jewish Community

Non-Jewish poor & sick

Giving Jewishly Text Study

What is our obligation to humanity?

We should treat resident aliens with the consideration and kindliness that are accorded to Jewish people since we are commanded to sustain them, as it is written, “you shall give it to the stranger who belongs to your community that he may eat it” (Deut. 14:21). . . Even with respect to idolaters, our Sages admonish us to visit their sick, bury their dead along with the dead of Israel, and maintain their poor as well as the Jewish poor in the interests of peace.  Behold it is written, “The Lord is good to all, and His mercy is over all His works” (Psalm 145:9).  It is also written, “Its ways are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace.” (Prov. 3:17) “Let not the downtrodden turn from you disappointed.” (Psalm 74:21)   





Maimonides Laws of Kings 10:12
Tzedakah and Holiness:  Giving as a sacred Jewish act

 “Through the righteousness of charity, I shall behold Your face.” (Psalm 17:15)  Why did David see fit to discuss the power of charity exclusively (Psalm 17)?  He did so deliberately so as to demonstrate that even the wicked, who have no virtues other than the giving of charity, are, nonetheless, deemed worthy to behold the face of the Divine Presence.  





BabylonianTalmud: Sotah 14a

Tzedakah:  The Highest Degree

There are eight degrees of charity, one higher than the other.  The highest degree, exceeded by none, is that of the person who assists a poor Jew by providing him with a gift or a loan or by accepting him into a business partnership or by helping him find employment—in a word, by putting him where he can dispense with other people’s aid.  With reference to such aid, it is said, “You shall strengthen him, be he a stranger or a settler, he shall live with you” (Leviticus 25:35), which means strengthen him in such manner that his falling into want is prevented.

Maimonides, Mishneh Torah

