Researching an Organization




Some tips on how to research organizations:





• Save the direct mail appeals you receive at home (December is an especially popular month for fundraising appeals). 


• Call organizations, or go to their websites, and request information (such as an annual report). 


• Word of mouth – ask others about organizations they are involved in, and/or support. 


• If you’re interested in a specific issue, but don’t know which organizations do work on the issue, conduct a web search (google.com is a particularly good search engine), and/or visit the websites listed below. 





Web resources: 





Idealist.org – listing of 20,000 nonprofit and community organizations in 140 countries, which can be searched or browsed by name, location, or mission. 





SocialAction.com – online Jewish magazine dedicated to pursuing justice, building community, and repairing the world. 


click on “issues” and scroll down to “focus on money” 


bonus! article by Sarah Blustain about our collective at: http://www.socialaction.com/1999andearly2000/tzedakah_collectives.phtml 





Just Tzedakah – just-tzedakah.org – guidelines for giving, classical Jewish sources on Tzedakah, profiles of Jewish non-profit organizations. 





Women & Philanthropy - womenphil.org - dedicated to mobilizing the resources of the philanthropic community to achieve equity for women and girls. 


ClearSighted: A Grantmaker’s Guide to Using a Gender Lens, at: 


http://www.womenphil.org/newsletter1300/newsletter_show.htm?doc_id=21319 





Youth As Resources - yar.org - a community-based program that provides small grants to young people to design and carry out service projects that address social problems and contribute to significant community change. 





Achieving Change – achievingchange.org – a space for young visionary leaders to meet and develop working relationships with one another, to bring together the three sides of philanthropy—grantseekers, volunteers and grantmakers—to help them combine their collective resources.
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